My Understanding of How the Holy Spirit is at Work in the Believer

by N. Trevor Brierly

(This document was written in response to a request for me to state my beliefs about the Holy Spirit.)

I believe that the Holy Spirit is one of the ways in which God works, one of the ways His power is manifested in the Universe.  Through the Holy Spirit God created the earth.  (Gen 1:1-2).  Through the Holy Spirit God sustains Creation.


I believe that God works similarly in the New Creation (which is spoken of in 2 Cor. 5:17 and Gal 6:15) and in sustaining that New Creation.  There are dozens of verses which speak of this:

Phil. 2:12-13

1 Cor. 3:16

Rom. 15:13

2 Cor. 1:20-22

2 Cor. 5:15

Eph. 2:22

Rom. 5:1-8

Gal. 3:1-5

Gal. 4:1-7

Gal. 5:16-26

Eph. 1:11-22

Eph. 3:14-21

Titus 3:3-8

Rom. 8:1-39

Rom. 15:13

Luke 11:9-13

2 Thessalonians 2:13-15

1 Pet. 1:1-3


These verses speak of the Holy Spirit dwelling in the believer, working in the believer, sanctifying the believer.  The Holy Spirit is given to us as a deposit.  The Holy Spirit can lead us, we can live by it, it can help us develop self-control, gentleness, faithfulness, goodness, kindness, patience, peace, joy, love.  It is one of the ways that God pours out his love into our hearts, it can cause us to overflow with hope.  It is an alternative way to "human effort".  Through the Holy Spirit, God strengthens us, renews and rebirths us, even controls us.


Thus, I do believe that the Holy Spirit can dwell in the believer.  I don't like to say that a believer "has" the Holy Spirit, because it implies that we possess the Holy Spirit, whereas the opposite seems more true.


I should note that I believe there are various ways in which the Holy Spirit can work in the believer.  The "indwelling Spirit" as described above I see as a sort of "default setting".  All believers since the first century (and perhaps before?) have this "gift", though they may not realise it.  The work of the Holy Spirit in the believer is a matter of cooperation, for example being "led" implies a willingness to "follow".   


At certain times the Holy Spirit works in a much more "active", "visible", "obvious", etc. way.  We know of at least one time this happened, at Pentecost, and there is some indication that this will take place again after (or even before?) the return of Christ (Isaiah 44:3; Ezekiel 39:29; Joel 2:28).  (This is an area I need to do further study in).  At these times the miraculous "Gifts of the Spirit" were given to believers, when and where God so willed, and for specific purposes.   As to whether the Holy Spirit is at work in this fashion now, I don't know.


It does seem to me though, that the Bible evidence which is often brought forth to "prove" that the Gifts of the Spirit would cease, is rather weak.  This does not, of course, mean that the Gifts of the Spirit *had* to continue.  In fact, it seems rather clear that, as the Ecclesia gradually apostasised , that the Gifts of the Spirit *were* withdrawn.   But what would happen when the Ecclesia was formed again in the 16th century (maybe) and 19th century?  Did the Gifts of the Spirit cease altogether in the 1st Century, or can any true Ecclesia expect them to be present?


I do not believe that I possess at present what are sometimes known as the (miraculous) "Gifts of the Spirit".  I believe that a believer *can* possess the (miraculous)"Gifts of the Spirit" because God can do whatever he wishes.   In addition, there is some indication that before the coming of Christ we may see a  manifestation of the miraculous gifts within God's people.  (Ezekiel 39:29).   If there is any validity to this, then we should react with a healthy skepticism, but with a desire to investigate, any claims to possess the "miraculous" gifts.


As to whether anyone else today possesses the  (miraculous)"Gifts of the Spirit", I do not know.   I have not investigated the matter much.  So far I have concentrated my time and energy on working towards a better understanding of the Holy Spirit (in its "indwelling presence" aspect) within Christadelphia, and have not spent much time investigating the various claims made by those who claim they have the " (miraculous) gifts of the Spirit".  Which contradicts my previous statement that we should have a "desire to investigate"!  But I don't have unlimited time, and my focus has been instead on learning more about the "indwelling Spirit", the "Gift (singular) of the Spirit".


As part of any such investigation it seems to me that a starting place would be to define what would constitute proof.   My standard of proof on this subject is quite high.  Nothing I have seen so far meets that standard of proof, and some of it downright disturbs me.  But again, I have not investigated this matter thoroughly, and do not feel like I can give a definitive answer either "yea" or "nay".  It does seem to me that if the  (miraculous)"Gifts of the Spirit" were present, they would be unmistakeable and obvious.  It would be clear to anyone with an open mind that there was something "supernatural" (though I loathe that word in this context... everything God does is "natural") going on.   In the Bible, when miracles happen, only the "hardhearted", those who have already rejected God, can refuse to believe.  After all, that is what miracles are for!


I am greatly disturbed by much that I see in the "Pentecostal" and "Charismatic" communities.  It seems to very quickly go beyond anything described in Scripture and into some bizarre land of holy laughter, healing of corns, gold dust from the sky, glossalic babbling and the rest. It's not that God couldn't work in those ways, if He in His wisdom decided it should be done that way, it is just that it seems to me from my study of Scripture that God doesn't work in such, well, childish ways. He is far more concerned about us developing the fruit of the Spirit (all those lovely traits mentioned in Gal 5:22-23) than in manifesting bizarre "signs and wonders".

Again, it has seemed far more important to me at this point to do what I can to encourage Christadelphians to re-examine our traditional (and in my opinion unScriptural) beliefs concerning the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer.  


I realise that this answer is not likely to please anybody!  But it is an honest answer, to the best of my ability.  I would like to encourage everyone to look at a document I'm working on called Holy Spirit Topics at http://www.WeLiveByTheSpirit.org.   


The document, as you will know not too long after looking it, is a work in progress, and not complete!  But I feel that it is a good start.  I found it very helpful to look at (some of) the many verses re: the Spirit in one document.  It is intended to be a study guide on the Holy Spirit.  

     The first section of the document consists primarily of Scripture passages in various sections, with a very small amount of commentary.  The second section is what you might call "objection handling", a start at dealing with some of the issues, misconceptions, wrested scriptures and concerns that some have with the idea of the "indwelling Spirit".  In this section I hope to answer the concerns of those who believe that the Holy Spirit is not at work in any fashion nowadays, and has essentially been replaced by the Word (Bible).  

