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Word Study "spirit" and "Holy Spirit"

Hebrew

Strong's 7306

ruwach, roo'-akh; a primitive root; properly to blow, i.e. breathe; only (literal) to smell or (by implication perceive (figurative to anticipate, enjoy)) :- accept, smell, × touch, make of quick understanding.

Strong's 7307

ruwach, roo'-akh; from Hebrew 7306 (ruwach); wind; by resemblance breath, i.e. a sensible (or even violent) exhalation; figurative life, anger, unsubstantiality; by extensive a region of the sky; by resemblance spirit, but only of a rational being (including its expression and functions) :- air, anger, blast, breath, × cool, courage, mind, × quarter, × side, spirit ([-ual]), tempest, × vain, ([whirl-]) wind (-y).

Greek

pneuma, pnyoo'-mah; from Greek 4154 (pneo); a current of air, i.e. breath (blast) or a breeze; by analogy or figurative a spirit, i.e. (human) the rational soul, (by implicaiton) vital principle, mental disposition, etc., or (superhuman) an angel, dæmon, or (divine) God, Christ's spirit, the Holy Spirit :- ghost, life, spirit (-ual, -ually), mind.  Compare Greek 5590 (psuche).

The Holy Spirit and the work of creation and sustaining Nature

Genesis 1:1-2 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and  empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

Genesis 2:7 

    the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

Job 12:10 

    In his hand is the life of every creature

        and the breath of all mankind. 

Job 33:4 

    The Spirit of God has made me;

        the breath of the Almighty gives me life.

John 6:63 

    The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 

Acts 17:28 

    'For in him we live and move and have our being.' As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.' 

Job 34:14-15 

    If it were his intention

        and he withdrew his spirit and breath, 

    all mankind would perish together

        and man would return to the dust.

God creates and sustains physical life through His Holy Spirit.  Is it not possible that it is also how He can create and sustain our spiritual, emotional and mental life?  Just as the “breath of the Almighty” gives us physical life, the Holy Spirit can give us spiritual life.  The only other option is trying to maintain our spiritual life by our own might and power.  Even with Scripture, is this really possible?

The Holy Spirit in the past

Old Testament

Old Testament - Psalms

Psalm 51:10-12

Create in me a pure heart, O God,

        and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

  Do not cast me from your presence

        or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation

        and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Gospels

Acts of the Apostles

Epistles

Revelation

The Holy Spirit is available today

"those who believed in him were later to receive"

John 7:37-39

    On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
"give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him"

Luke 11:13

    If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" 

In this passage no time limit for this promise is given.  The sense is very clear:  the Holy Spirit is given to those who ask the Father.

If this promise no longer applies to us, then how are we to know what other promises we are given by Jesus also apply.  Spirit-wordists must provide clear Scriptural evidence that the Jesus' promise of the Holy Spirit here no longer applies.

"he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever"

John 14:15-18

    "If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever--  the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

Some might argue that this passage and the surrounding verses are only meant for the Apostles who were listening to Jesus at that time.  However, there are several problems with this theory:

1.  We take many other verses in this same passage (v.15,21,23 and so forth) to apply to us today, why should vs 16-18, 23b and others not apply to us.  The burden falls on the Spirit-Wordists to prove elsewhere that the HS is not available today.

2. If these verses apply only to the 1st century Christians, why did John record them?  If "all Scripture is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness", then we have portions that no longer apply to us, and are not useful for these purposes.

How God can help the believer

Note: the verses in this section do not (often) explicitly state that God helps the believer in these ways through the Holy Spirit.  They do indicate that God is working with us directly and can help us directly.

Endurance, encouragement, spirit of unity, hope, joy, peace

Romans 15:5-6,13

     May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus,  so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

    May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

"Makes both us and you stand firm"

2 Corinthians 1:20-22

    For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God. Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us,  set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

"make your love increase and overflow", "strengthen your hearts"

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13

    Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 

"understanding"

1 John 5:20

    We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true--even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 

"restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast"

1 Peter 5:10

    And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 

"equip you with everything good for doing his will", "work in us what is pleasing to him"

Hebrews 13:20-21

    May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep,  equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

"sanctify you through and through"

1 Thessalonians 5:23

    May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

"peace at all times and in every way"

2 Thessalonians 3:16

    Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you. 

"meet all your needs"

Philippians 4:19

    And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

"able to establish you"

Romans 16:25

    Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past,

"able to make him stand"

Romans 14:4 

    Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

"keep you from falling", "present you...without fault"

Jude 1:24 

    To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy-- 

  "guides me in paths of righteousness"  

Psalm 23:2-3 

        He makes me lie down in green pastures,

    he leads me beside quiet waters, 

        he restores my soul.

    He guides me in paths of righteousness

        for his name's sake. 

"near to all who call on him"

Psalm 145:18-20 

    The Lord is near to all who call on him,

        to all who call on him in truth. 

    [19] He fulfills the desires of those who fear him;

        he hears their cry and saves them. 

    [20] The Lord watches over all who love him,

        but all the wicked he will destroy.

"strengthen you with power", 

"may have power", 

"able to do immeasurably more"

Ephes. 3:14-21 

    For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,  may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

     Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

"teach me your way",

"lead me in a straight path"

Psalm 27:11 

    Teach me your way, O Lord;

        lead me in a straight path

        because of my oppressors. 

"create in me a clean heart"

"renew a steadfast spirit"

Psalm 51:10 

    Create in me a pure heart, O God,

        and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

Note that this is a direct prayer to God.  It is God alone who has the power to create a clean heart within us and renew our spirits. 

convict the world (and the believer?) of sin

Acts 2:37 

    When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 

John 16:8 -11

    When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:  [9] in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; [10] in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; [11] and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

One of the important aspects of the Spirit's work is that it makes us aware of our sins.  We tend not to want to focus on this aspect of ourselves.  We tend to think that we are less sinful than we actually are.  God wants us to be completely clean and pure, and if we let Him, will make us aware of the unknown or hidden areas where we fall short.  Painful, but very necessary, for those who are seriously interested in developing righteousness.

The indwelling spirit

"God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts"

Galatians 4:6-7

    Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Father." So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. 

"God has poured out his love into our hearts by the HS, whom he has given us"

Romans 5:1-5

    Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. 

"the Holy Spirit who lives in us"

2 Timothy 1:14

    Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you--guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

"...God, who gives you his Holy Spirit"

1 Thessalonians 4:3-8

    It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality;  that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable,  not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God;  and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.  Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit. 

"the Holy Spirit who lives in us"

2 Timothy 1:13-14

 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you--guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

"God's Spirit lives in you"

1 Cor. 3:16 

    Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? 

"his Spirit in your inner being", 

"Christ dwell in your hearts", 

"filled to the measure", 

"his power that is at work within us"

Ephes. 3:14-21 

    For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,  may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

     Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

"because he has given us of his Spirit"

1 John 4:11-16 

    Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 

    We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.  If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.

    God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 

" by the Spirit he gave us "

1 John 3:21-24 

    Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

" be filled with the Spirit "

Ephes. 5:18 

    Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. 

"be filled with the Spirit" allow yourself to be filled?  We can choose whether or not we want to be filled with the Spirit.

"spirit he caused to live in us"

James 4:4-5 

    You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely? 

What the Holy Spirit can do for (with?) the believer

"live by the Spirit"

Galatians 5:16-26

    So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 

    The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery;  idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

    But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

"strengthen you with power", 

"Christ dwell in your hearts", 

"may have power", 

"his power that is at work within us"

Ephes. 3:14-21 

    For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,  may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

     Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

"washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit"

Titus 3:3-8 

    At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,  so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.  This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone. 

The sanctifying work of the Spirit

2 Thessalonians 2:13-15

    But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

Sanctification is "the process of being made holy".  The Spirit can work to sanctify us.

Notice that salvation comes through the "sanctifying work of the Spirit" AND "belief in the truth".  Not either/or but both/and.  The Truth without the Spirit is just a dry academic study, incomplete and ineffective for salvation.  The Truth prepares our minds, the Spirit gives us power to carry out what the Truth tells us we have to do, for obedience, as the passage below indicates.

1 Peter 1:1-3

    To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood:

    Grace and peace be yours in abundance.

    Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

What have we been created for?  For "obedience to Jesus Christ".  The Spirit is involved in this process of sanctification.

Both of these verses speak of the believer has "having been chosen".  "From the beginning" and "according to the foreknowledge of God".  What is the connection between God choosing us and the sanctifying work of the Spirit?  

The Spirit is in our hearts as a deposit

2 Corinthians 1:20-22

  For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God. Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

2 Corinthians 5:4-5

    For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

Ephesians 1:13-14

  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory. 

The term "deposit" ("earnest" in the KJV) can be thought of as a down-payment.  A portion  of something that is given as a sign of good faith that the rest will be given at a later date.

The Holy Spirit within us is our assurance from God that what he has promised us, the Kingdom, will become a reality, and that we will be there as well.  The indwelling presence of God through his Holy Spirit within us is a foretaste or anticipation of the time when God will dwell with humanity in the Kingdom (Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 32:38; Ezekiel 37:27, 1 Cor. 15:28, though this last verse may refer to the time after the millenial reign.) .

"Deposit" or "earnest" is translated from the Greek word "arrhabon" which Strong's defines as:

of Hebrew origin [Hebrew 6162 (`arabown)]; a pledge, i.e. part of the purchase-money or property given in advance as security for the rest :- earnest.
An important question needs to be asked:  The followers of Christ in the 1st Century saw the Holy Spirit dwelling within them as a deposit, a down-payment of the Kingdom.  Are we to believe that God withdrew that indwelling Holy Spirit, and replaced it with the New Testament?  And that the New Testament is now the "deposit"?  At the very least this implies that God has changed his mind about what the deposit is, that after promising us an indwelling Holy Spirit who can help us in all the ways listed above, he has replaced that with mere words.  Words from God, to be sure, but is it now all up to us and our own power to apply those words?   

We are the Temple in which God lives by his Spirit

"you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? "

1 Corinthian 3:16

Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? 

"your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God"

1 Corinthians. 6:18-20

Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;  you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

Note that it is our bodies that are refered to as "a temple of the Holy Spirit". Ephesians 2:19-22  speaks of God's temple as being the "church", the believers in a collective sense.  1 Cor 3:16 and  1 Cor. 6:18-20 imply (and 1 Cor. 6:18-20 explicitly states) that the body of an individual believer is also a temple of the Holy Spirit.

Also note 2 Corinthians 6:16

    What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people."

The second part of the verse refers to one or more of the following similar OT passages: Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 32:38; Ezekiel 37:27.  Leviticus 26:12 was a promise to the Israelites if they obeyed the Law:

I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people. 

 Jer.32:38 and Eze 37.27 seem to refer to a Kingdom age prophecy:

Jeremiah 32:37-38 

    I will surely gather them from all the lands where I banish them in my furious anger and great wrath; I will bring them back to this place and let them live in safety. They will be my people, and I will be their God. 

Ezekiel 37:26-28 

    I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them forever. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people. Then the nations will know that I the Lord make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among them forever.' " 

  Paul here seems to indicate that this kind of communion with God is possible now.

If we are the "temple of the living God", then perhaps the "Spirit who is in you" is analogous to the Presence of God in the Temple in Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6:2, Psalm 80:1,Isaiah 37:16, Hebrews 9:5, etc.)  Of so, then these are very sobering verses.  If God truly does live in us through his Holy Spirit, then the sins we commit against the body are very serious, and amount to a very severe form of sacrilege.    

"a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. "

Ephes. 2:19-22 

    Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

 
The believers as a collective entity ("the church") are referred to as a "holy temple" or "dwelling" in which God will live by his Spirit.  (see 2 Corinthians 6:16, Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 32:38; Ezekiel 37:27)
Helpful Principles When Thinking about the Work of The Spirit

Stick to Scripture

 
It is important that we do justice to what the Bible has to say about the Holy Spirit.   There are many verses in Scripture which describe how God is working in the lives of believers through the Holy Spirit.    Ignoring or dismissing these verses, or wresting scriptures to "explain them away", is a serious mistake.

 
We need to become intimately familiar with what Scripture has to say about this subject.  This will also prevent an equal reaction in the opposite direction, where some who are not grounded in Scripture will begin to make all sorts of bizarre claims about how the Spirit is working.  Much of the charismatic/Pentecostal movement seems to tend towards this mistake.  Edgar Wille, in the last chapter of his book on the Holy Spirit, has this to say: 
 “A close attention to Scripture is the proper counterbalance and a recognition that the Pentecostal movement tends to assume that they must reproduce the outward form, as they understand it, of the Spirit's first century work. As one has put it: "a new well always begins with a vehement spouting up of water; after that it creates a more steady and quiet stream". Pentecostals often want to retain the vehement spouting, which they tend to exaggerate anyway. There is in the opposite direction the danger of thinking the well has stopped (but see John chapter 4 and 7), but Pentecostals would do well to heed the restraining advice of Paul and the authority he gives to the Scripture.”
The Holy Spirit will never contradict Scripture

God cannot contradict himself.  If Scripture is from God, and the Holy Spirit if from God, then the two cannot contradict eachother.    The Holy Spirit will always work in accord with Scripture, and will never violate or contradict Scripture.  Those who claim that the "Holy Spirit told me" to do something that contradicts Scripture are sadly mistaken.  (Discerning the spirits)

Understand the purpose of the work of the Spirit:

1.  God's ultimate purpose is "God-manifestation".   The work of the Spirit in the life of the believer is to manifest God in the believer so that God is glorified.

2. Upbuild the church

3.  Fruits of the Spirit in the believer

The Spirit never (rarely?) violates human free-will

The Holy Spirit never violates the free will of the believer.  Understanding this principle will go along way towards allaying the fears and misunderstandings of those who believe that we teach that the Spirit “takes control” of believers in some sort of demon-like possession.  

The Spirit only enters in and does its work to the extent that we allow it to.  It is we who must ask for God’s help, who must pray for God to enter in and change us.   That change can certainly be miraculous.  Addictions and compulsions can be lifted.  Hearts can be changed to want to do or be something that we did not want to do or be.  Each of us, if we are honest and look within us, know that there are parts of us that must change, but we know can only be changed through a miracle.  It is in these besetting sins, or unChristlike attitudes, etc. that the Holy Spirit can do its most amazing work.  

If we are honest, we have to realise that there is only so much we can “fix” through our own efforts.  And if we ask, the Spirit can show us what needs to be changed, since one of its works is to “convict of sin”.   This is a continuing process, because I think that most of us are not aware of just how far we are from Christlikeness.  Being like Christ encompasses more than just not doing certain things, but involves developing an entire character that is like Christ’s character, developing the fruit of the Spirit.  

I submit that this is not something that human beings can do on their own.  In ourselves, we are too far away from that, too weak.  We are trying to fix ourselves with broken tools.  But God through the Holy Spirit can work these mighty changes.  Again, only if we allow Him to.  

This doesn’t mean that we do no work.  Far from it.  In fact I would contend that the work of the Holy Spirit empowered believer is actually harder.  

First of all, we are shown a much more complete picture by the Holy Spirit of what we need to be.  

Second, we have to put aside human pride and be willing to allow God to work in us to create something that is entirely opposed to what we naturally want.  

Third, we must be in constant communion with God, because the work of the Spirit doesn’t happen all at once, but happens gradually over time, and through constant putting aside of the will, self-examination, prayer and meditation.  

And at this point Scripture becomes very important.  The Holy Spirit empowered believer will have their nose deeply and constantly in the Bible.  For such a believer, the “daily readings”, a legalistic completion of a duty, will not be enough.  I suspect that for such a believer, Scripture will be alive in a very powerful way.
There is a difference between the "indwelling Holy Spirit" and the "Holy Spirit gifts"

The presence of the Holy Spirit is not an excuse for spiritual laziness or disobedience.  

The image of the "paraclete" is helpful here.  A "paraclete" was originally a military term, and referred to a fellow soldier,  a partner who "watched your back".  In the thick of combat soldiers would stand back to back to prevent blows coming from behind.  The soldier who stood behind you was a "paraclete".  He supported you and protected you while you were fighting.  This is a crucial point: only in combat was a paraclete particularly helpful.  Only when you are actively trying to love and obey God can the Holy Spirit work within you.  The Spirit is a help to us, a partner to us only when we are "in motion". 

If God is capable of changing us "in the twinkling of an eye" at the Resurrection into what he wants, then He is capable of doing so now through the slow steady work of the Spirit.

Answers to skeptics

Having the HS doesn't mean perfect knowledge,faith or behaviour

Holy Spirit IS available today

The burden of proof is upon those who say that the indwelling Holy Spirit is not available today.  Are there any passages that say that the indwelling Holy Spirit would be removed, as opposed to the Holy Spirit gifts?

How would the First Century church have interpreted "Spirit" in the various passages discussed above?  Would they have understood these passages in the way the spirit-wordists do: "Spirit" is really a code word for "Scripture"? If so, why didn't God use the word "Scripture" instead of "Spirit" if that is what he meant?  If not, then what proof or evidence do we have that the "indwelling Spirit" (as opposed to the "gifts of the Spirit") was to be removed?

Holy Spirit has not been completely replaced by Scripture

"Spirit"  just means "mind"

Paul and other New Testament writers has a perfectly good word for mind ("psuche") to use?  If they really meant "mind" why didn't they use that word?

A word study might be useful here to distinguish "pneuma" from "psuche".

Wrested scriptures and the Holy Spirit

Holy Spirit is not available today

Acts 2:38-39 

    Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. [39] The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

It is said that "you and your children"  means that only one additional generation besides the current one would have the Holy Spirit.  What does the "promise" refer to:  "forgiveness of sins", "gift of the Holy Spirit" or both?   

Holy Spirit replaced by Scripture

John 6:63

    The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.

It is said that the words of Jesus are "spirit", that is the Word is the Spirit.

1 Cor 13:8-10

    Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. [9] For we know in part and we prophesy in part, [10] but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 

It is said that "perfection" refers to the Bible.

Scripture is all we need to attain righteousness

2 Timothy 3:14-17

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

The best way to deal with this is to "agree and move on".   There should be no argument with this passage.  Scripture is able to do all these things, but is it the only resource that we have access to for accomplishing these things?   An examination of the multiple verses that discuss the workings of the HS in the life of the believer should help to dispell the notion that the Scriptures are all we have.  Also useful in this regard is to look at the numerous verses that talk about the ways in which God can help us in our walk.   Though these passages do not explicitly mention the HS, these are powerful indications that the process of "working out our salvation" is a cooperative process where God provides much of what we need.  We access these resources by asking God for them, who graciously gives them to us.  Some might argue that this occurs solely through Scripture,  (God points us towards the right Scriptures to obtain the desired effect, etc.) but this approach can seem to limit the ways in which God can work.  A better understanding of how God works in our lives to bring about fruit views Scripture as one among many resources that God uses.  Others include:

1.Circumstances  "in all things God works for the good of those that love him"

2. Other believers "encourage one another"

3.  God's indwelling presence via the Holy Spirit


Scripture speaks of all of these methods, why do we then dismiss #3 as not being part of the way God works?   I suggest that is only because we as Christadelphians feel uncomfortable with a method which seems to mix our own free will, with God's will.  Each of the methods above, with the exception of #3, have to do with things that are either completely under our control (or so we think) or completely under God's control.   Anything that smacks of a mixture of the two can seem very confusing and frightening.  


The answer is not to pull away and reject this way that God works with us, but rather to seek to understand better what is going on

Hebrews 4:12 

    For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 


Much of what was said above applies here as well.  The word of God is "living and active" and capable of "dividing" and "judging".  However there is nothing here to exclude other agents through which God works in the life of the believer.  It is dangerous to begin thinking of "Scriptures" or "Spirit".  This is a false dichotomy, perpetuated by those who fear one or the other.  Scripture speaks again and again of the work and power of the Spirit, as well as of the work and power of the Scriptures themselves.


A possibly fruitful area to look into is the roles which Scripture and Spirit play in the life of the believer.  In what areas are they both at work, in which ways are each uniquely at work?

Scripture in this passage "divides" and "judges".  What exactly is meant by "dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow"?  In what way does it "judge the thoughts and attitudes of the heart"?  

2 Peter 1:3-10

    His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. [4] Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

    [5] For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; [6] and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; [7] and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. [8] For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. [9] But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 

    [10] Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall, [11] and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

